Identifying Resources—Senior Citizens and CDSs

How many senior citizens attend your community day school? Is this an odd question? Not to the small but growing number of community day schools that have discovered that there are valuable resources available in every community, just waiting to be put to good use.

Here is a beginning list of the benefits and possibilities:

· Virtually every culture teaches support for elders. Students are much less likely to act out when elders are present.

· Elders often have varied and interesting personal and professional backgrounds, making them excellent collaborators in oral history projects, school-to-career discussions, and a myriad of discussions that could benefit from the interplay of cross-generational perspectives.

· Elder volunteers are role models of the value of community service

· Elder volunteers reduce adult-student ratios.

· Elder volunteers are public relations good will ambassadors who tell family and friends the good points about CDS students. They also may belong to community organizations that would like to support the school.

· Active elders live longer, healthier lives.

We are always interested in receiving portraits of success. Tell us if you have established a win-win CDS-elder or other community partnership.

