Not Yet

We need to bring “not yet” into the center of our schools. Ours students aren’t failures. They just have not yet learned all they need to learn. They have not yet matured in all the many ways they need to mature. 

As educators, especially educators who work with and support “high risk” students, we must be forward looking – focusing on what students can achieve, as opposed to emphasizing what they have done wrong in the past.

Education is development. We work together with our students to farther develop their academic, social, and emotional strengths, and skills, and repertoire. We work together to develop their resilience. We develop, communicate, and share high expectations of how far they (and we) can grow.

We are all at different stages of development in the many aspects of our lives. None of us has reached our full potential in all areas. We need to focus on developing and adding to students’ assets, rather than talking about failures, fixing problems, and remediation. In doing so, our actions support both learning and needed unlearning.

All of the above takes time. Fortunately, we have from now onwards. The 360-minute minimum instructional day in community day schools provides time to present material in different ways and enough times to match teaching to learning style. Students don’t need to be limited to a single chance to learn from a single mode of presentation, either getting it or not, but having the class move on regardless. We can keep trying until they are successful. And then they can learn more. 

Let’s be optimistic and develop a “not yet” attitude, and continue to move forward.

