Community Day Schools

Community Day Schools are a relatively new educational placement option, having been first implemented in 1996, and are operated by school districts and county offices of education. Community Day Schools serve expelled students, students referred by a School Attendance Review Board or probation, and other high-risk who youth need a separate setting that is better matched to their academic, social, and emotional development needs than what can be provided in a traditional school setting. 

Students are expected to participate in academic programs that include high-level expectations from staff and students, and that are comparable to those available to students of similar age in the school district. The 360-minute minimum instructional day includes academic programs that provide challenging curriculum and individual attention to student learning modalities and abilities. Community Day School programs also focus on the development of pro-social skills and student self-esteem and resiliency. Community Day Schools are intended to have low student-teacher ratios. Students benefit from learning support services that include school counselors and psychologists, academic and vocational counselors, and pupil discipline personnel. Students also receive collaborative services from county offices of education, law enforcement, probation, and human services agency personnel who work with at-risk youth. Community Day Schools are supported by supplemental apportionments for Community Day School attendance, in addition to base revenue funding. The laws specific to Community Day Schools are in Education Code sections 48660-48667. More information is available online at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/cd/ and at http://www.cdsnetwork.org .

