Question Some Real Authorities - Listen to the Real Wisdom of Youths
Be open to others being wise.

There are two subpopulations of humans — youth and former youth (adults).
Dear former youth! This is your opportunity to listen to and learn from the wisdom of youth. We invite you to actively participate in this session through the all too rare dynamic of simply listening, without splitting your concentration on planning your own responses. At the end of the session, we will provide time for some of you to voice your impressions.

Challenge to the students and the listeners: How do we fit our questions, answers, and concerns… into the system? Or an improved system — and what might that look like?

Student "Fishbowl" Focus Group Questions

.
1) How do you know a teacher or other adult CARES about you? How do you know when they BELIEVE in you? What do they say and do to show they care and believe in you?

2) What works best for you at your school to help you LEARN and SUCCEED or what do you WISH would happen at your school to help you learn and succeed?

3) Do you feel like an ACTIVE PARTICIPANT and CONTRIBUTOR in your school? What would you suggest would give students more of an ongoing active role – in school, in the classroom, and in the community? Where would you like to have more opportunities to participate in making decisions and planning? What changes would be needed to make this possible?

4) Please tell us briefly what your GOALS and DREAMS are. Are the adults in your school aware of your goals and dreams? What else do you need from your school or the adults in your school to help you achieve your goals and dreams? 
5) Is there anything else that would make your school a school YOU WOULD WANT TO ATTEND? …and a school THAT WANTS YOU TO ATTEND?
Today’s wise students are enrolled in the following schools:

· Folsom High School (public high school), Folsom-Cordova Unified School District

· Mather Youth Academy (community day school), Folsom-Cordova Unified School District

· Pacific High School (continuation high school), Grant Joint Union High School District
Dan Sackheim is the program consultant in the Educational Options Office of the California Department of Education (CDE) responsible for monitoring and supporting the establishment and operation of community day schools and opportunity education. Mr. Sackheim serves on a number of advisory boards and statewide workgroups including the California Collaborative for Youth Development, Improving Transition Outcomes for Youth with Disabilities, Real Game California, CDE NCLB Professional Development Workgroup, and the Community Day School Network. He has presented at numerous state and national conferences. Mr. Sackheim can be reached at dsackhei@cde.ca.gov or (916) 445-5595.
Bonnie Benard develops resources, provides training and professional development, and presents to national and international audiences best practices in the field of prevention and resilience/youth development theory and policy. As Senior Program Associate at WestEd, she has led approximately 500 workshops and given over 100 keynote speeches at conferences throughout the United States, Canada, and Australia. She co-developed and leads workshops in the application of the CDE’s Healthy Kids Survey's Resilience & Youth Development Module. Ms. Benard has written widely on prevention and resilience/youth development theory and practice, most recently in her acclaimed 2004 book, Resiliency: What We Have Learned. Ms. Benard can be reached at bbenard@wested.org or (510) 302-4208.
Websites

WestEd’s Resilience & Youth Development staff look at what factors support individuals, especially in tenuous life circumstances, to persevere and succeed. The California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) is a comprehensive youth health, risk and resiliency survey sponsored by the CDE, and administered by WestED. It is available to local education agencies. In addition to the core survey, there are several modules including the Resilience & Youth Development Module, which contains additional questions designed to measure those factors which promote success, rather than those which put youth at risk. In addition to the external assets in school and community environments, measured on the Core Module, this supplement measures external assets at home and with peers, as well as 6 internal assets. Please visit http://www.wested.org/cs/chks/print/docs/hks_resilience.html and http://www.wested.org/chks/pdf/rydm_flyer_04.pdf for more information.
The California Collaborative for Youth Development (CCYD) focuses on investment in the development of youth throughout California. Members of the collaborative are from governmental agencies, community-based organizations, non-profits, and foundations. CCYD members work throughout the year to advance the principles of youth development. Please visit http://www.ccyouthdev.org/index.htm for more information.

The Search Institute is an independent nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide leadership, knowledge, and resources to promote healthy children, youth, and communities. To accomplish this mission, the institute generates and communicates new knowledge, and brings together community, state, and national leaders. At the heart of the institute's work is the framework of 40 Developmental Assets, which are positive experiences and personal qualities that young people need during critical adolescent years to grow up healthy, caring, and responsible. Please visit http://www.search-institute.org/assets/ for more information.












