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I am pleased to nominate Christian Patz for the “Portrait of Success” award.  Mr. 
Patz has worked at Diablo Community Day School for two years. The first year he was
the middle school teacher. In this capacity he provided an enriching, age appropriate,
culturally sensitive curriculum. Many of the students made important connections with
school because of his dynamic lessons. During that school year, we were without a
special education teacher (the position was not filled) and he provided curricular support
to the revolving door of substitutes. As a result of the leadership he provided to the
teachers who temporarily filled the position, he became interested in special education
and began to pursue special education credentials. This year he has provided the special
education program with the same intense, student centered approach to learning that he
framed in his middle school class.

In addition to performing his superior classroom duties, Mr. Patz has taken the
leadership to coordinate the “Why Try” (ChristianMoore introduced his “Why Try” 
program at last year’s conference) experience at Diablo Day.  “Why Try” provides 
positive socio-emotional development for students. Mr. Patz is a team player and
invaluably contributes to the entire team at Diablo Community Day School

We have begun a positive rewards system at Diablo Day where students are
recognized for positive behavior and contributions to a positive school climate. Students
are rewarded with Diablo Dragon Dollars for positive efforts. Mr. Patz, believing in this
reward system, has also assumed leadership for the program. He coordinates it on a daily
basis and students love the program as well as Mr. Patz.
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